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PERTH MODERN SCHOOL — RELOCATION 

107. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s statement in this house — 

Our consultation process was this: we published the policy two months before the state election and we 
were elected on the policy. That was our consultation process. 

Will the Premier now confirm that his backflip on Perth Modern School was necessary because of his arrogant 
lack of proper consultation? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The answer is clearly no. In order to meet the needs of the member from the Nedlands’ electorate, along with the 
member for Mount Lawley’s electorate and the member for Perth’s electorate, we will build a state-of-the-art 
school in a location that meets the needs of the community. I note that a couple of weeks ago the member for 
Nedlands said this — 

Although it may not be written in concrete that a high school should have one, the principle is that 
a high school should have green space and an AFL-sized oval. 

We are providing people and students of the inner city with an AFL-sized oval; none other than Subiaco Oval! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I find it a bit rich that the member for Nedlands would complain about the government 
doing something that he was unable to achieve in the last two terms of the Liberal government; that is, we are 
going to provide a state-of-the-art school in a location that meets the needs of students. The Liberal Party’s plan 
for City Beach was nine kilometres away from where the students actually are. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I thought after a two-week break you would be sharp and more 
relaxed! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The fact remains that the population of City Beach is declining. The population of the 
inner city is growing rapidly, so we are actually building a school where the students are; the Liberal Party was 
going to build a school where the students are not. That is the difference. The people of Perth city, Mt Lawley, 
Mt Hawthorn, North Perth, Subiaco, Nedlands and the like will be the winners out of this, as will the students. 
The only ones who are miserable about this—I can tell from the looks on their faces—are members opposite. 
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